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The COSM Newsletter

The College of Science and Mathematics Welcomes New Administration
in the Dean’s Office
Dr. Martha Abell, was appointed the Dean of the College of Science and Mathematics in the Spring of 2014. She had served as
the Interim Dean of the college beginning in the Fall of 2012.
Dr. Lance McBrayer of the Department of Biology will serve as the Interim Associate Dean of Faculty and Research for the
College of Science and Mathematics. He replaces Dr. Karin Scarpinato who took a position as the Assistant Vice Provost for
Research at the University of Miami.

COSM Faculty and Staff Recognized at College and University Levels
At the start of the Fall 2014 semester, award winners were recognized at the COSM Convocation. Congratulations to the winners
and those who were nominated!

College Awards
COSM Service Award - Dr. Robert Yarbrough (Geology and Geography, not pictured)

COSM Teaching Award
Marshall Ransom (Mathematical Sciences)

COSM Research Award
Dr. Hua Wang (Mathematical Sciences)

COSM Staff Award of Excellence
Robert Deal (Electronics & Research Technology)

COSM Tenured Faculty Member of the Year
Dr. Jim LoBue (Chemistry)

University Awards
During the Fall 2014 University Convocation, the University recognized a select group of faculty for their excellence in service,
contribution to instruction and research/creative scholarly activity. Each recipient receives a summer contract to continue
instructional, research, or service activities and to develop a mechanism for sharing expertise with faculty, staff, and students.
Hua Wang (Mathematical Sciences) received the 2014-2015 University Award for Excellence in Contributions to Research and
Scholarly Activity. This award seeks to recognize faculty who excel in their research efforts in addition to fulfilling regular full-time
teaching responsibilities.

cosm.georgiasouthern.edu

the formula that works.
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Summer SOAR Project: Books for Back Pack
Buddies
This summer, the
COSM Academic
Advisement Center
partnered with Altrusa
to collect children’s
books for the
Statesboro
Community. Close to
2,000 children’s books
were collected all
summer long at every
COSM SOAR Leaders with Altrusa Statesboro
SOAR session at
Members
Georgia Southern
University. These books are then given to area children to keep for
their very own. 500 books are given out in the Statesboro area
every month.
Altrusa International is an organization whose motto “Leading to a
Better Community” reflects its commitment to giving the gifts of
leadership and service to communities world wide. Altrusa
Statesboro serves the Statesboro/Bulloch County area.

Altrusa partners with Georgia Southern Pre-Vet
Students for First
Annual Dog Wash
On April 12, 2014,
Georgia Southern’s
Future Veterinarians of
America partnered with
Altrusa Statesboro for the
First Annual Altrusa Dog
Wash that was held at
Georgia Southern Future Veterinarians of America
Pittman Park United
Methodist Church.
Dr. Gary Edwards, who is a local veterinarian, donated all the
soaps and leashes while the club members made dog treats in the
shape of paws.

COSM Alum Honored in Promotion Ceremony
at the Pentagon
COSM Alum Colonel
Sandra L. Alvey (M.S.
Biology 1989) was
promoted to the rank
of Brigadier General
on August 25, 2014 at
the Pentagon. Dean
Martha Abell and
COSM Director for
Development Kelly
Pope had the honor of
attending the ceremony.

Salinda Arthur presenting Col Alvey with a
Certificate of Appreciation

Colonel Alvey was also presented with a Certificate of
Appreciation on behalf of Georgia Southern University
President Dr. Brooks Keel by the Vice President for
University Advancement Salinda Arthur.

Two COSM Undergrads selected for
Prestigious Summer Research Programs
Two undergraduate researchers from Dr. Vinoth
Sittaraman’s lab in the Department of Biology were
selected for prestigious, nationally competitive summer
research fellowship programs and spent their summer doing
research.
Kori Williams who is a member of the
University Honors Program, went to the
University of Vermont and was part of
SNURF (Summer Neuroscience
Undergraduate Research Fellowship
2014). Read Kori's research blurb.
Kayla Smith, who is
also a member of the
University Honors
Kori Williams
Program, went to Emory
University and was part of the Summer
Undergraduate Program in Emory Renal
Research (SUPERR 2014).
Kayla Smith’s Research Blurb: This

Altrusa Statesboro

GSU Future Vets at Altrusa Dog Wash

Learn more about the Georgia Southern University Future Vets of America
Learn more about Altrusa Statesboro

Kayla Smith
summer, I had the privilege of interning at Emory
University's Department of Surgery in the School of
Medicine. My PI, Dr. Rachel E. Patzer, my co-workers, and I studied disparities in access to kidney transplantation. I found my interests lay in educational outcomes: my lab had previously developed a tool named the iChoose
Kidney app to help patients better understand their risks on both dialysis vs.
kidney transplantation as well as living donor vs. deceased donor kidney
transplantation. I set out to assess the tool's feasibility in the clinic, gleaning
both physician and patient feedback on the tool. While there, my time was
spent in hospital interacting with potential kidney recipients, their families, as
well as the transplant nephrologists and surgeons. I was absolutely thrilled to
have fantastic co-workers and an incredible PI who challenged me in my
views of "hard" science and helped me learn many things about epidemiology, interacting with patients, and understanding the importance of disparities
research. I will never forget this summer, to say the least!

For more information on the College of Science and Mathematics, visit cosm.georgiasouthern.edu
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The Department of Biology
The Department of Biology Welcomes New
Faculty
The Department of Biology welcomes two new permanent
faculty members starting Fall 2014. Dr. James (Jamie) H.
Roberts is a fisheries biologist coming to us from Virginia
Tech. His research includes using genetic markers to
understand the population ecology of fishes and studies of
fish dispersal and fish life histories. Dr. Roberts is a certified
fisheries professional from the American Fisheries Society
and he will be teaching the first fisheries biology class at
Georgia Southern University.
Dr. Christina A. Ndaluka is a microbiologist and virologist
who received her PhD from Colorado State University. Dr.
Ndaluka studied rabies virus variants and their virulence in
mouse models.

Distinguished Alumnus Chosen
Ms. Stephanie Johnston (M.S.
1996) was the distinguished
graduate alumnus chosen by our
current graduate students. She
spoke to our students and faculty
regarding her position and
opportunities at the Centers for
Disease Control in April.

Seabolt (Masters student), "Mitochondrial 12S ribosomal RNA
gene sequences as an informative phylogenetic marker for
systematic analysis of the subgenera of the genus
Amblyomma Koch (Ixodidae)", Dr. L. Beati, advisor. The
Student Poster 3rd place award was Katie S. Googe
(undergrad), "A morphological and genetic analysis of
forensically important blow flies from Georgia: the genus
Lucilia", Drs. S. Harrison and E. Mondor, advisors. In the
Photography Salon, Biology category, the 1st place award
went to "Tree cattle" by Dr. Alan Harvey. In the Photography
Salon, Sequence category, the 1st place award also went to
Dr. Harvey for "The one that got away: fishing for tiger beetle
larvae."

Dr. Ed Mondor Named 2014 Outstanding
Advocate for First Year Students
Dr. Edward Mondor was named the 2014 Outstanding
Advocate for First Year Students in a surprise presentation.
Dr. Mondor is actively involved in various advising initiatives
both in COSM and for undeclared students. He has led
thirteen sessions of Conversations with Professors over the
years and spends a tremendous amount of time working with
first-year students, often sacrificing his evenings and
weekends, to ensure that students are successful in their
academic and personal lives.

Stephanie Johnston

Honor’s Day Ceremony Resumes
April 2nd, 2014, the Department of Biology, after a hiatus of
many years, resumed a departmental Honor’s Day
Ceremony, followed by a reception in the new Biological
Sciences Building. Dr. Alan Harvey was honored with the
John and Paula Parrish Scholar Award to a faculty member.
Several sophomores, juniors and seniors were honored with
GPA awards. Then the Chandler Research Scholarships,
John Douglas Pike Scholarship, Sturgis McKeever Zoology
Scholarship, and Irene Burt Boole Scholarships were
awarded. It was a very nice evening for faculty, students and
parents to interact.

Biology Faculty and Students Awarded at
Georgia Entomological Society Meeting
The Department had a strong showing at the GA
Entomological Society meeting this year. GSU faculty and
students presented three talks and 10 posters this year. The
MS Student Poster winner was Alexandra Dorfzaun
(Masters student), "Postfloral nectaries and facultative
mutualisms on Richardia scabra (Rubiaceae)”, Dr. A. Harvey,
advisor. The MS Student Poster 2nd place award was Hunter

Ed Mondor with Members of the CAC, Provost Bartels, Dean Abell, Assoc. Dean
Koehler , Biology Department Chair Steve Vives & FYI Director Chris Caplinger

Professor Gives Talk at 11th Congress on the
Biology of Fish
Dr. Christopher Cutler
gave an invited talk at
the 11th Congress on
the Biology of Fish in
Edinburgh, Scotland.
Dr. Cutler was
accompanied by
Dr. Christopher Cutler
undergraduate student
Mr. Charles Powell who is a Chandler Research Scholar
studying in his laboratory. Dr. Cutler presented their
co-authored paper on “Immunohistochemical localization of
multiple aquaporin isoforms in eel kidney”.
More Department of Biology news continued on next page...
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We are beginning the new academic year strongly. Dr. Lance McBrayer was promoted to full professor. Dr. David Rostal just
published a book titled “Biology & Conservation of North American Tortoises” with John Hopkins Press and it is already in a second
printing and Dr. Dmitry Apanaskevich had a new species of feather mite Proctophyllodes apanaskevichi named after him in honor
of his contributions to the field.

The Department of Biology Studies Abroad
Dr. Lissa Leege's BIOL 3099 Plants and Civilization class visited Pisa Italy this summer. 39 students
participated in the Summer Term A Montepulciano Study Abroad Consortium Program this year and had
the opportunity to visit Rome, Florence, Siena, Assisi, and Pisa over the four week session.

BIOL 3099 Plants and
Civilization Class in Pisa Italy
Summer 2014

Drs. Lorenza Beati and Bill Irby of the Biology Department, in
collaboration with the Center for International Studies, have offered
for the 5th time, a unique Study Abroad Program exclusively
designed for upper level and graduate Biology students. In this
course, students are first prepared and trained on campus, where
they acquire the basic background knowledge required for their
scientific work abroad. They then travel to the Center for Alpine
Biology in the Piora Valley, an isolated site over 6000 ft. above sea
level in the Swiss Italian Alps in Ticino, Switzerland. While there
during the height of the Alpine summer, they cooperatively develop
and carry out research projects involving experimental design,
sample collection, arthropod and plant identification, data analysis,
and oral presentation of their work.

The 2014 Swiss Class Abroad

The class, however, provides more than just a challenging scientific field experience abroad in a truly spectacular setting. It also
gives students the unique opportunity of enjoying the experience of working and traveling in a culturally diverse and remarkably
multilingual country. Plans are already underway for the class next Summer, to be offered during Term B.
For more information, visit: lorenzabeati.klacto.net/arthropod_swiss.html and also, please contact:
lorenzabeati@georgiasouthern.edu and wirby@georgiasouthern.edu

Biology Professor Visits CATIE in Costa Rica
This summer Dr. Subhrajit Saha visited the Tropical Agricultural Research and Higher Education Centre (better known as CATIECentro Agronómico Tropical de Investigación y Enseñanza) in Costa Rica and it’s research sites in Nicaragua. Funded by the Food
and Agricultural Organization (FAO) of the United Nations and the World Bank, CATIE is the biggest tropical agricultural research
center in Central America and has regional offices in 14 Latin American counties. At CATIE, Dr. Saha gave a presentation on his
agroecological research in Georgia and discussed the possibilities of collaboration and student exchange. CATIE is well known for
their research in Cacao and Coffee. Dr. Saha visited the CATIE’s Cacao and Coffee plantations, where researchers from all over
the world are conducting their studies. CATIE has expressed interest in developing a formal relationship with Georgia Southern
and welcomes GSU students to conduct their field studies in Costa Rica and Nicaragua. Dr. Saha is exploring the possibility with
GSU’s Center for International Studies to develop a formal connection with CATIE. The research and work opportunities with
CATIE will greatly benefit GSU students, especially the ones with interest in tropical agriculture and tropical forest ecology.

Dr. Saha is sharing a moment with a Coffee farmer in
Llano Bonito, Cartago, Costa Rica.

Dr. Saha is examining a cacao fruit at a forest nursery in Matagalpa, Nicaragua.
The cacaos from this region are well-known for chocolate production.

Dr. Saha is with CATIE researchers and farmers at a mixed
agroforestry plantation in Masatepe, Nicaragua.
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Department of Chemistry
Chemistry Professor attends Summer Workshop at Northwestern University
Dr. Arpita Saha, Professor of Chemistry at GSU along with 20 other inorganic chemistry faculty members from across the
country attended the workshop “VIPEr: Bioinorganic Applications of Coordination Chemistry” at Northwestern University,
Evanston, IL, July 13-18, which was organized by IONiC, the Interactive Online Network of Inorganic Chemistry. IONiC supports
faculty interaction through its web home, VIPEr (Virtual Inorganic Pedagogical Electronic Resource, www.ionicviper.org). The
workshop is sponsored by a grant to IONiC from the National Science Foundation. At the workshop, Dr. Saha created five
Learning Objects (LOs) encompassing several aspects of biochemistry, inorganic chemistry, computational chemistry and
magneto-chemistry, which is published on the VIPEr site and accessible to the entire chemistry community.

Chemistry Professor’s Research featured by
the American Institute of Physics
Dr. Ryan Fortenberry, Assistant Professor of Physical
Chemistry in the Department of Chemistry at Georgia Southern
University, had a recent publication of his featured by the
American Institute of Physics, which garnered a press
release and has been picked up by various online news
sources. View the Universe Today article.
Much of this work was completed while Dr. Fortenberry was in
graduate school at Virginia Tech. However, this past spring,
while teaching at Georgia Southern, he continued the work and
additionally, he and his collaborator at Arizona State wrote
much of the paper.

Chemistry Collaboration with i2STEMe Awarded
NSF-Research Experiences for Undergraduates
(REU)

Absorption wavelength as a function of the number of carbon atoms in the silicon-terminated carbon chains SiC_(2n+1)H,
for the extremely strong pi-pi electronic transitions. When the chain contains 13 or more carbon atoms - not significantly
longer than carbon chains already known to exist in space - these strong transitions overlap with the spectral region
occupied by the elusive diffuse interstellar bands (DIBs).
CREDIT: D. Kokkin, ASU

The Chemistry Department, in collaboration with the
i2STEMe, was awarded an NSF-Research Experiences for
Undergraduates (REU), CollaborativE Multidisciplinary Investigations Through Undergraduate Research Experiences
(CEMITURE). This program will provide a 10-week, research-intensive experience for undergraduates mainly for the Southeast
through collaborative projects that span chemistry, biology, engineering and public health.

The Department of Chemistry will be hosting this program in tandem with its ongoing SURE (Summer Undergraduate Research
Experience; https://sites.google.com/a/georgiasouthern.edu/chemsure/) for Georgia Southern students. The first cycle
of CEMITURE begins summer 2015.
The planning team for CEMITURE are: Ria Ramoutar (Chemistry), Shainaz Landge (Chemistry), Kania Greer (i2STEMe), Bob
Mayes (i2STEMe), Evans Afriyie-Gyawu (Co-PI; JPHCOPH) and Karelle Aiken (PI; Chemistry).

Chemistry Faculty Win Faculty Development Award
Ms. Jessica Orvis and Dr. Shainaz Landge from COSM, along with Dr. Diana Sturges from CHHS received a Faculty
Development Award to study student motivation using Self Determination Theory, which is a framework for the study of human
motivation. The theory proposes that conditions that support autonomy, competency, and relatedness lead to higher quality
motivation and thus greater success. Areas where Self Determination Theory has been applied include education, health,
medicine, religion, sports, virtual environments and media, and psychotherapy.
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The Department of Mathematical Sciences
Students Present at Research Symposium
Students in the Department of Mathematical Sciences were very busy in the spring and summer. At the Research Symposium in
April, Iullia Inozemtseva presented work from her thesis. Also in April, the department hosted the Eagle Undergraduate
Mathematics Conference. Students from the region presented and attended sessions as well as had the opportunity to hear talks
from professors and mathematicians working in industry jobs. Four of our own students, Michael Ackerman, Emily Chizmar,
Micah Jackson, and Katelyn Yeomans all gave presentations.

Math Jeopardy Team Places 3rd at Competition
At the Mathematical Association of America Southeast Section meeting
in March, two teams from GSU competed against 24 other teams in
Math Jeopardy. Team 2, comprised of Nicholas Anderson, Brittany
Benzio, Garry Brown, and Stephanie Hesse, scored well enough to
move on to the semi-finals. Team 1, comprised of Michael Ackerman,
Matt Cullens, Micah Jackson, and Katelyn Yeomans also moved on
to the semi-finals and eventually placed 3rd in the overall competition.
This was the first time two teams from the same school both
participated in the semi-final round.

Students Receive COUR Funding
Math students were successful in obtaining funding for their travel and
research. Michael Ackerman, Josh Klingel, and Katelyn Yeomans
all received COUR Travel Awards and Michael also received a COUR
Research Scholar Award.

From left: Chasen Smith (advisor), Michael Ackerman, Micah Jackson, Katelyn
Yeomans, Anthony Coggins (co-advisor) and Matt Cullens.

The Department of Mathematical Sciences is extremely proud of all the amazing work our undergraduate and graduate students
are doing.

Mathematical Sciences: Faculty News
Hua Wang won the GSU Award for Research/Creative Scholarly Activity and received his medallion at convocation in August.
Later that day, at the COSM convocation, he received the COSM Research Award.
Also at COSM convocation, Marshall Ransom received the COSM Teaching Award.
Two of our faculty applied for and were awarded Educational Leave. Alina Iacob and Broderick Oluyede will be on leave in
Spring 2015.
Pat Humphrey is now the Chair of the Southeastern Section of the MAA (Mathematical Association of America), which
encompasses the states of Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Alabama, and Tennessee. Her term will end with the spring
section meeting in 2017.
Pat Humphrey has also been selected to be the Program Chair for the Statistical Education Section of the American Statistical
Association for the 2016 Joint Statistical Meetings to be held in Chicago, IL. She will be the roundtable organizer for the 2015 JSM
in Seattle.
The Department of Mathematical Sciences welcomes five new tenure-track faculty who joined the faculty this fall. Stephen Carden
is an Assistant Professor of Statistics. He received his PhD from the Clemson University in 2014. Zhan Chen received his PhD in
2011 from Michigan State and is an Assistant Professor of Mathematics. Saeed Nasseh is an Assistant Professor of Mathematics
and received his PhD from North Dakota State University in 2013. Mihai Tohaneanu received his PhD in 2009 from University of
California-Berkeley and is an Assistant Professor of Mathematics. Jianqiang Zhao joins the department as an Associate Professor
of Mathematics. He received his PhD from Brown University in 1999.
The Department of Mathematical Sciences also welcomes three new lecturers, Greg Michalski, Chasen Smith, and Masa
Uchida who have been teaching in temporary positions in the department. We are very pleased to have all three as permanent
members of faculty now.

Visit the Department of Mathematical Sciences on the Web at: cosm.georgiasouthern.edu/math
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Department of Physics
Physics Instructor Ashley August Teaches
Dimensional Analysis with Fudge
Students in Ms. Augusts’ Studio
Physics courses were extremely
excited when they found out that
they were going to be making
fudge in class during their first
week. What they weren’t
expecting is that all of the topics
they covered in class that week
were going to be incorporated
into their baking experience. The
topics covered included
dimensional analysis, unit
conversions, scientific notation,
and significant figures. The
Students making fudge in Studio
recipe was given to the students
Physics class.
with unorthodox units and
significant figures. The students were expected not only
convert the recipe, but also determine how many significant
figures that should take into account. This was a quick way to
determine if your calculations were done correctly: if your
fudge tasted good, then you did it right; if your fudge tasted
fowl, then you probably converted something incorrectly.
Overall, most batches turned out delicious and more
importantly, the students learned some of the fundamental
topics in physics.

Physics Professor Dr. Li Ma Conducts
Research on Rare Earth Ions
Dr. Li Ma, Professor of Physics, presented her research
results titled “Effects of Doped Rare Earth Ions on Encaged
Radicals in C12A7: A combination Study of
Photoluminescence and EPR Spectroscopy” at the 27 th Rare
Earth Research Conference, held in Reno NV, on June 22 to
26, 2014.The presentation was co-authored with two physics
majors, Carter Layfield as the first and Jittara Deloach as
the third. After the meeting, she was invited to visit Northeast
Normal University in China and gave a talk on teaching
Advanced Physics Laboratory at the School of Physics. Dr.
Ma also attended the 17th International Conference on
Luminescence in Wroclaw, Poland, on July 13-18, and made
a poster presentation titled “The interaction between
encaged free radicals with paramagnetic center Mn 2+ ions in
C12A7”. During the meeting she established a research
collaboration with Professor Dan Boye at Physics department
of Davidson College to study sulphur radicals in new twodimensional material. In addition, Dr. Ma completed the
year-3 milestone of her contract grant supported by NIH
through a private company titled “PNPH Syntheses and Its
Physical/Chemical Characterization” and renewed a contract
grant for a 4th year.
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Physics Professor and Student Attend Radio
Astronomy Workshop
During the Summer Professor
Sarah Higdon and Physics
Major William LePain
attended the 14th NRAO
Synthesis Imaging Workshop
in Socorro, New Mexico. The
workshop comprises a week of
lectures on aperture synthesis
theory and techniques.
Practical tutorials
demonstrating data collection,
calibration and imaging of
radio and submillimeter data
are also part of the workshop.
The Very Large Array consists
Pictured are Professor Higdon and Mr.
LePain by Antenna #5.
of 27 radio antennas in a Yshaped configuration on the
Plains of San Agustin fifty
miles west of Socorro, New
Mexico. Each antenna is 25
meters (82 feet) in diameter.
The data from the antennas
is combined electronically to
give the resolution of an
antenna 36km (22 miles)
Eagle view of the array from Google Earth
across, with the sensitivity of
a dish 130 meters (422 feet) in diameter.

Physics Professor Dr. Xiaojun Wang Invited
Speaker at Conference in China
Dr. Xiaojun Wang, Professor of
Physics, attended two
international conferences and
gave oral presentations there: (1)
the 27th Rare Earth Research
Conference (RERC ‘14), held in
Squaw Valley, CA, on June 22 to
Dr. Wang presenting at the ICL ’14
26, 2014, and (2) the 17th
International Conference on Luminescence (ICL ’14) in
Wroclaw, Poland, on July 13-18, 2014. The talk titles were
“Effects of encaged anions on the electric dipole and magnetic
dipole transitions of 5D0 in Eu3+ doped calcium aluminate”
(co-authored with Carter Layfield, a Physics major, and Dr. Ma
of Physics) and “Investigation on photoluminescence and
phosphorescence of Zn2GeO4:Mn2+“(co-authored with Dr. He, a
former visiting professor at GSU Physics and Dr. Ma of
Physics), respectively. Dr. Wang also co-authored two poster
presentations at the two meetings. In addition, he gave an
invited speech at the 5th conference on luminescence of doped
nano materials (NMLP ’14), held in Harbin, China, on August
11-14. He served as an international organization committee
member for ICL ’14 and a vice chair for NMLP ’14.
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Department of Physics
New Physics Professor Dr. Maxim Durach Establishes Research Group in Nanoscale Plasmonics
and Electronics
The goal of the new Physics Department research group is to understand how electromagnetic and electronic properties of
nanostructures influence their plasmonic properties. Plasmons are collective oscillations of electron density featuring extremely
strong optical electric fields, which can be found and exploited in a plethora of nanoscale materials such as metals, graphene and
semiconductors. Together with graduate student David Keene and Dr. Noginova’s group at Norfolk State University, Dr. Durach
was able to introduce a new concept of the near-field event horizon near metal nanofilms. Recent results of the group include
prediction of a new optical mode called a hyperbolic Tamm plasmon.
Research and student projects will utilize novel equipment recently installed for Dr. Durach’s group: a high performance computer
featuring 48 Xeon cpu cores and two computational video cards capable of running up to 6000 gpu cores in parallel. Dr. Durach
has also received funding from the University Research Assistant Investment program. This funding will support graduate student
David Keene’s work with the group as part of the new MS in Applied Physical Science degree program. Another member of
group, undergraduate Matthew LePain has received a COSM COUR grant to carry out research with Dr. Durach. In addition, Mr.
LePain has received the Blue Waters Internship Award which included travel to the 2-week parallel computing workshop at the
University of Illinois.

The Molecular Biology Initiative (MBI) is in its 6th Year
The Molecular Biology Initiative (MBI) is kicking off its 6th year of collaborative STEM education
with regional school districts. Over the summer, high school teachers and biology graduate student
fellows were on campus for workshops that focused on curriculum design, STEM content and
communication; and they will continue their professional development activities throughout the
coming year.
The teacher/fellow teams engage nearly 1000 high school students
in inquiry-based activities each week, while introducing them to
potential career options in science, technology, engineering and
Local High School Students
math. Students have the opportunity to participate in a range of
activities that include a crime scene investigation with DNA
isolation and analysis. They also experience the importance of ecological stewardship through
sustainability activities such as green building, water conservation, carbon footprint analysis and
bioremediation.
For more information about the program visit georgiasouthern.edu/mbi or contact the MBI
Program Coordinator at: jcardell@georgiasouthern.edu

Teacher/Fellow Team

Georgia Southern University and the Phinizy Center Talk Ogeechee River
Project
Georgia Southern University hosted the first of four Ogeechee River Research public information sessions
on Tuesday, Aug. 26th at the Performing Arts Center, to discuss a 2.5 year Supplemental Environmental
Project (SEP) titled “Assessment of Hydrological, Biological and Environmental Components of the Lower
Ogeechee River Ecosystem.”
The project is an opportunity for the University and the Phinizy Center for Water Sciences to conduct basic
research designed to ensure a long-term and holistic approach for research on the river.
“Georgia Southern University is an emerging research university,” said Charles Patterson, vice
president for Research and Economic Development. “The spectrum of research that happens on campus is
vast and the University has spent decades building facilities that will be a part of this research.”

Dr. Jeff Underwood Chair of the
Department of Geology & Geography

Georgia Southern’s Department of Geology and Geography will study atmospheric and terrestrial processes in the watershed
while the Department of Biology, in conjunction with the Phinizy Center for Water Sciences, will focus on the in-stream
processes of the Ogeechee River. Faculty, graduate and undergraduate students will contribute to the project. For more
information on the project visit: georgiasouthern.edu/Ogeechee.

